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While the term “witd west show” implies that a large
number of .animals would be involved, Tinnell said the
shows she and Hickory plan would use a “lecture and
demonstration format.” For instance, they said, the show
might include a demonstration of rope spinning, along with
an explanation of the evolution of the skill in the West.

“We never, ever said we were going to do ‘wild west’
shows,” Tinnell added.

As Hickory explained it, the old west shows would
require an area of ahout a “couple hundred square feet.” He
envisions using the strip of land along Montezuma Street
near the Millstone Bistro and Bakery. The narrow strip of
land between the street and the creek would make a perfect
spot for the shows, he said,

Hickory said he is asking for a trial period of six shows, “If
they are not successful, we will go away,” he said.

The Saturday performances and rehearsals would draw
tourists, Hickory maintains. The West Granite Creek loca-
tion would be close enough to downtown that people could
walk there. And, he said, the public venue would allow him
to have free admission to the performances.

“That is the last location where this can be done at a fig-
ure this town can alford,” Hickory said.

Ben Hansen, editor of the Daily Courier, said the newspa-
per has agreed to he a media sponsor for the events. He also
sees the shows as a boon to tourism in the downtown area.

Hansen added that although the Courier plans to spon-
sor only six old west performances, the area would be an
ideal venue for a number of “equally unobtrusive communi-
ty theater activities, which also would draw people.”

Other activities that would be ideal for the spot, he said,
would be outdoor Shakespeare, historical theater perfor-
mances and music events. Those activities would make
more people aware of the park and would make them want
to come back and enjoy its passive uses, he added.

Hickory and Hansen say the old west shows would
require no permanent structures, although Hickory said he
hopes to move in hleachers that would have four rows of
seats. Hickory said he would like to anchor the bleachers
down, but they could be removed if necessary. :

Hickory contends the old west shows would fit in well
with the passive nature of the proposed master plan. il

Knaup disagrees. Even if the shows would require no
major structures, she said, they likely would bring hundreds
of people into the area. “They're talking about a great eco-
nomic benefit to the community, and the only way to do
that is to bring in large amounts of people,” she said. “We're
not talking about 20 people; we're talking about hundreds of
people.”

Even if the spectators were to bring their own chairs,
Knaup said, the large number of people would disturh the
natural setting and the riparian area.

In addition to the disturbance of the environment,
Knaup said the shows also would be a hother to the sur-

rounding neighbors, who would have to put up with the
noise from the shows. “You can't put on a quiet show,"
Knaup said.

City officials have also brought up concerns about the
fact that the park land is in a flood area, and that it was pur-
chased with Land and Water Conservation Fund money,
which comes with use restrictions.

Hickory said he hopes to work with the master plan, not
against it. “We understand their concerns,” he said. “We
would not allow anything that would damage the area to
any great degree.”

After the Planning and Zoning Commission makes a rec-

ommendation on the master plan, it will go the Prescott City
Council for a final decision.



























